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There were scarcely any events in the life of Thomas Hood. One 
condition there was of too potent determining importance—life-long 
ill health; and one circumstance of moment—a commercial failure, 
and consequent expatriation. Beyond this, little presents itself for 
record in the outward facts of this upright and beneficial career, 

bright with genius and coruscating with wit, dark with the 
lengthening and deepening shadow of death. 
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